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Synopsis

This work tells the story of 263 Squadron, who took its Gladiators to Norway, not once but twice. In
order to provide the ground troops with air cover the Squadron was sent to operate from a frozen
lake in the south of Norway. lll-equipped and hastily put together the Squadron suffered right from
the start with a lack of equipment and the severe winter weather. After two days of heavy fighting
the Gladiators had been destroyed and the Squadron was evacuated back to the UK.Re-equipped
with more Gladiators the Squadron returned to Norway, this time operating from an airfield further
north. Here with better organization the Squadron performed better. After almost three weeks of
fighting the Squadron was once again evacuated from Norway. The remaining ten Gladiators were
flown on board HMS Gilorious, which set sail for the UK on 7th June. The next day the carrier was
intercepted by German naval units and sank with a heavy loss of life, including all the 263 Squadron
pilots.Using official documents and firsthand accounts the story of 263 Squadrona ™s adventure in
Norway can now be told in full detail. During their time in Norway the Squadron claimed at least 32
enemy aircraft shot down with many others damaged, although the cost was high. Along with the 10
pilots who lost their lives on HMS Glorious, two more were lost in action and another pilot was lost in
an accident, while several more were wounded.REVIEWS RAF 263 Squadrona ™s role in

19404 ™s Norwegian air campaign remains a fascinating World War |l footnote. Find out how it all
happened. Get this book. Robustly recommended!Cybermodeler "... amazing story... fascinating
read ... illustrated by many photos from the time from both sides of the brief battle...very interesting
saga of an ill conceived mission and the brave people who took part. Model Airplane International -
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Customer Reviews

Excellent history of a little known campaign in World War 2. Would have liked to see a few more

photos, but understand why there aren’t any available.
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